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Democratic Senate hopeful Chuck Swanick told our colleagues at YNN Buffalo that Erie County Conservative Party Chairman Ralph Lorigo approached him about running for the seat held by Republican Sen. Mark Grisanti about 10 days prior to receiving the executive committee’s formal backing.

Lorigo told YNN that evening that picking Swanick over the incumbent Grisanti was a “difficult decision.”

But Swanick, a former member of the Erie County Board of Legislators, says he was thinking about running in the 60th Senate District for a while now.

“I have had the itch for a long time,” Swanick said. “I like serving in government.”

The Conservative Party’s endorsement of Swanick over the freshman Republican Grisanti caused a major stir, considering the line was necessary for him defeat Sen. Antoine Thompson in a close race in 2010. Grisanti is believed to be the most vulnerable of the 32 Republican senators, who are fighting to keep and expand their 3-seat majority.

Swanick formally announced his candidacy on Friday via news release, a day after receiving the party’s endorsement.

Grisanti’s position was tenuous after his “yes” vote for same-sex marriage and state Conservative Party Chairman Mike Long’s decree that any votes cast in favor would translate to a loss of the line. But Grisanti’s new proposed district under redistricting was drawn entirely within Erie County, throwing the decision to the local county committee.

In the interview, Swanick refused to take a position on same-sex marriage.

“That is a state law, that was done before I would get there,” he said. “What happened last year happened last year and you would have to talk to the people who were there last year.”
Instead, Swanick said he wanted to focus on economic issues such as job creation, taxation and streamlining state government. In fact, his lengthy discourse on the economic woes of western New York sounded strikingly similar to several planks in Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s platform.

Still, it’s not entirely clear how well his social positions will play with his potential colleagues in the Democratic conference. More importantly, his position on abortion and reproductive issues has not been fully spelled out yet, either. The conference has taken a firm stand on supporting abortion and reproductive rights. Of course, Sen. Ruben Diaz, D-Bronx, remains a holdout on both gay marriage and abortion.

“I’m going to bring a very different perspective to what many people think is a liberal caucus,” Swanick said.
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